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before I read about it in the newspapers," he said.
"I could tell by the clothes I got. I say 'got'
because since the recent restrictions on imports
I am no longer able to get second-hand clothes
from America. The quality of American clothes
has become noticeably poor of late. The last
batch that arrived twas much more worn than that
previously received. Americans used to be so
extravagant that the clothes I handled hardly were
worn at all, and the materials were of the best
quality. The fact that I am selling more clothes
now indicates inflation of currency here in Japan,
They say the cost of living has gone up thkty per
cent, and because people find it thirty per cent
harder to live second-hand clothes are thirty per
cent more popular and my business thirty pet
cent better."
Mr. Takahashi explained that his father foun-
ded the second-hand clothing firm of which he is
now the head. It was some fifty years ago when
his canny sire noted the trend towards western
clothes for Japanese office workers and the accom-
panying difficulty in obtaining them. He hit on
the idea of importing them.
"Until recently, Japanese tailoring has been
very bad and the materials have been inferior/*
said Mr* Takahashi. "Furthermore, good fot-